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Healthcare Technology Foundation executive committee members, from L-R Wayne Morse, VP; Yadin David, president; Jennifer Ott, secretary. 

Healthcare Technology Foundation Brings Together Practitioners to Improve Profession
As part of last week’s meeting, the board of directors of the Healthcare Technology Foundation discussed the direction of current projects, reviewed the budget, and evaluated options for getting more people involved with the organization. 
“The question is, how can we, as busy practitioners, find the time and compassion in our hearts to do things for the Foundation that will keep future projects moving forward?” said Yadin David, director of the biomedical engineering department at Texas Children’s Hospital in Houston, and president of the Healthcare Technology Foundation.
David’s quest to enlist the involvement of biomedical technicians and clinical engineers is in keeping with his vision for the Foundation, which started in late 2002.
“There are two main reasons I believe that the Healthcare Technology Foundation is critical,” David said. The first is to provide a resource to elevate the level of competency and knowledge of BMETs and CEs. “If you had an idea about how to make clinical engineers and BMETs more competent and better-qualified, or about how to provide better service to your community, there was no place you could go to for assistance with that.”
David also seeks to get biomeds and CEs more “hands-on” with the public, educating laypeople about what the profession does and providing specific advice pertaining to homecare devices.
“A lot of patients are going home with ventilators and oxygen concentrators, but no one is counseling them on how to use the equipment safely or how to create a safe environment,” he said. “I think clinical engineers and biomedical equipment technologists need to get more involved with community projects and help the public understand what the risks are and how they can overcome them.”
The Foundation is a not-for-profit organization free of membership fees. Participation costs only time, energy, and experience. 
“I’m fortunate to have an illustrious group of experienced people sitting on the board who are able to lend their expertise to ongoing projects,” David said. Current projects include taking a closer look at the problem associated with clinical alarms. “We feel there is a disconnect between the users of equipment, the equipment manufacturers, and the regulators.”
Members of the Foundation have engaged the nursing community to determine reasons behind their frustration with device alarms, and are putting together a white paper with recommendations based on the results of a survey. The Foundation also established a certification program for clinical engineers.
David encourages BMET and CE professionals to get involved with the Foundation’s efforts. 
“If you have interest in clinical alarms, certification, public safety, or benchmarking best practices for clinical engineers—a new project starting this year—we’re looking for volunteers to add their expertise to those task forces and committees,” David said. Interested individuals should e-mail the Foundation directly . 
He also notes that the Foundation’s 501(c)3 status means that all contributions are tax deductible. “We would like for practicing clinical engineering and biomedical professionals to select our Foundation as the charity they support, knowing by doing that they are helping their peers and field to be promoted.”
To review notes from the board of directors meeting, visit the Foundations Web site. 
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