Excellence in Clinical Engineering Leadership Award (ExCEL)
Report of the inaugural ceremony, Toronto, Canada

Sept. 5, 2008

By all indicators, the inauguration ceremony of the Healthcare Technology Foundation ExCEL award was a smashing success. On Sept. 4, 2008 at 10:30am in the open auditorium of the Toronto General Hospital in Toronto, Canada, a crowd estimated at about 100 people joined the ExCEL award event. The event was jointly organized by the HTF ExCEL team and the Communications department of the University Health Network of which the Toronto General Hospital is the main facility. 

The event brought together administrators, physicians, clinical engineers from surrounding hospitals and students. Some wore scrubs other business suits reflecting typical hospital campus environment. Dr. Joe Cafazzo MC the event and introduced the Recipient, Dr. Tony Easty and the other speakers. Included were Tony’s superior, Lydia Lee, VP of  Informatics, Dr. Robert Bell, The University Health Network and hospital President and CEO  and Dr. Yadin David, representing the HTF. 
During Dr. Robert Bell congratulatory remarks for Tony he also made it evident that the idea of holding the event within the recipient’s institution added significance to the award and for positive exposure to the profession. He said “With this award others validated what we knew about Tony for some time now. Healthcare technology management was never as important as it is right now. With the ExCEL award the Foundation is making significant contribution toward fostering needed leadership in medical technology.” 

Yadin followed with comments about the purpose of the award, the reasons for selecting Tony as its inaugural recipient and about ACCE and the mission of HTF. Yadin said that “while we did not realize, when the evaluation process started, that the award ceremony would be held in Toronto, Tony was a clear and unanimous choice of the judging team. Beside, making this presentation and honoring Tony in front of so many executives, peers and family made my trip all the way from Texas worth while.”   Yadin then presented Tony with the Award declaration, the Award plaque and with a check on the amount of $ 1,000.00 US.   Tony then thanked the Foundation, his administration for their support and said that “as the 1st recipient of the ExCEL award I have been provided with this opportunity to thank all my co-workers who share in this recognition, to Dr. Bell and Mrs. Lee and to the physicians, clinical engineers and technologists for their support and to the Communications department for hosting the event at the award in Toronto General Hospital.”   Additional interesting point to make is that, Tony’s family was present and enjoyed the ceremony very much as the photos will show. 

Professional photography recorded the ceremony and pictures will be provided for HTF website, ACCE newsletter and for 24x7 article. The Communications department catered the event which helped people to stay over afterwards and congratulating Tony for his achievement.  A Flyer produced by the Hospital is attached here.
Tony gladly accepted our invitation to join the 2009 judging committee.
This event was another achievement on the list of HTF accomplishments. Creating an award program, crafting the award, securing the funds, generating criteria for selection of leaders, awarding the award in hospital, setting the goal for collecting data about the attributes of highly successful CE leaders and initiating the program for other to be trained to do better.

The ExCEL team deserves congratulations!

Bill, Matt, Wayne, Jim and Yadin.

